
Trousdale County Commission 

Economic/Community Development Committee 

 

May 22, 2018 

Trousdale County Courthouse 

 

The ECD Committee meeting was called to order by Committee Chair Richard Harsh. 

 

Attending: Chris Gregory, Mayor Carroll Carman, Rachel Jackson, Kendra Belcher, Natalie 

Knudsen, Philip Holder, Stephen Chambers and Seth Thurman. 

 

A motion was made by Holder with a second by Knudsen to approve the minutes. So 

moved. 

 

Harsh requested Knudsen present the findings of the Hotel Feasibility study conducted 

by Core Distinction Group. She gave a brief overview of the study. There has already been 

interest in the study from Wisconsin-based hotel chain Cobblestone Inn & Suites whose 

owner has been to Hartsville and expressed interest in moving forward with construction 

of a hotel if investors can be secured for 1/3 of the funding. They will also need a location 

to build of at least 1.5 acres. There is also another chain interested that the County and 

other stakeholders will be meeting with soon. 

 

The County Commission is in the process of setting a hotel/motel tax of 3%. This is 

expected to generate $30,000.00 to $50,000.00 per year in tax revenue.  

 

Chris Gregory, along with Rachel Jackson and others, brought up moving forward with a 

retail feasibility study to compliment the hotel study. Knudsen is going to look into this 

and the committee will decide a way forward at the next meeting of the ECD committee. 

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Jackson with a second by Holder. So moved. 

 

The next meeting of the committee will be set by Chairman Harsh in the coming weeks. 

  



Trousdale County Commission Economic & Community Development Committee 

October 24, 2017 

Trousdale County Courthouse 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Richard Harsh. 

 

Those attending were Chairman Harsh, Stephen Chambers, Natalie Knudsen, Kendra 

Belcher, Craig Moreland, Wendy Holder, Seth Thurman, Philip Holder, Rachel Jones, 

Amber Russell & Mayor Carroll Carman.  

 

The minutes were presented. With no objections from the committee they were 

approved as presented. 

 

Mayor Carman presented to the group a proposal to extend Rogers Street from where it 

ends at Industrial Park Boulevard to New Halltown Road. An effort was made a few years 

back for a similar proposal to alleviate truck traffic on Halltown Road and Andrews 

Avenue as well as make Rogers Street a safer thoroughfare. Since jobs and industry have 

increase in the area it was suggested that the county try again for a State Industrial 

Access (SIA) grant. The new road would pass through the property of Joseph Warson 

who the Mayor assured the committee is agreeable to the project. 

 

A motion was made by Philip Holder to recommend to the County Commission that 

Mayor Carman pursue an SIA grant to build the extension of Rogers Street to New 

Halltown Road. A second was made by Craig Moreland. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Stephen Chambers suggested that the Industrial Development Board offer the same 

support in a joint resolution from both groups. 

 

In old business, the need for a GAP Report was discussed to help spur possible business 

growth particularly the need for a hotel. The cost was mentioned to be $5,000.00-

$6,000.00 and would be good for three to five years. 

 

A motion was made by Natalie Knudsen for the committee to recommend to the County 

Commission that a GAP Report be funded. Second by Amber Russell. Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Philip Holder to push the County Commission’s action on the 

development of a blue trail from the City Park to the Cumberland River. Second by 

Kendra Belcher. It was discussed that grant funds are available for this and the Chamber 

of Commerce is looking at funding sources. Motion carried. 

 

Philip Holder made a motion to for the County Commission to resolve to push TDOT for 

the completion of Hwy 141 noting that a road with a middle and no end points is not 

very helpful to business growth. Second was made by Seth Thurman. So moved. 

 

Having no other business, the meeting was adjourned. Motion by Craig Moreland, 

second by Wendy Holder. So moved. 


